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MEDIA RELEASE
18 January 2012
Congratulations to Tasmania’s People of Australia Ambassadors
Tasmania’s Anti-Discrimination Commissioner congratulates the People of Australia Ambassadors, particularly the two Tasmanians who have been named, Mrs Sajini Sumar and Mr Fayia Isaiah Lahai.  Mrs Sumar and Mr Lahai join 38 other Australians nominated by the Australian public to provide advice to government and the Australian Multicultural Council about how to promote inclusion and heighten diversity in Australian communities.
‘Both Mrs Sumar and Mr Lahai are very active in the Tasmanian community promoting racial diversity, respect and inclusion’, the Commissioner, Ms Robin Banks said today.

‘Mr Lahai received a Tasmanian Human Rights Award in December 2011 for his work on promoting and protecting human rights for members of culturally and linguistically diverse communities.  Mrs Sumar is an active member of the organising committee of Tasmanian Human Rights Week.  They both provide positive role models to our whole community about what can be achieved when diversity is respected and encouraged.’  

The ambassador program is a key initiative of the Federal Government’s national multicultural policy, The People of Australia, announced last year and Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Parliamentary Secretary for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, Senator Kate Lundy, announced the new ambassadors in Melbourne today.

Ms Banks said, ‘The People of Australia Ambassadors program is an important development and the level of interest in the program and the more than 350 nominations received and considered demonstrates that Australians feel strongly and positively about multiculturalism. The Ambassadors, including Mrs Sumar and Mr Lahai, will contribute to work across Australia to ensure our culturally diverse communities remain respectful, inclusive and harmonious.’
A full list of ambassadors including biographical details is available at www.amc.gov.au/ambassadors/ambassadors-2012.htm


