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Tasmanians continue to showcase their unwavering commitment to Human Rights
Winners of the annual Tasmanian Human Rights awards were announced at an event held at Parliament House today.

The awards recognise the many and varied contributions Tasmanian individuals and organisations have made to the promotion and protection of human rights in Tasmania.  The ceremony marked the start of human rights week.

Awards were presented across nine categories for outstanding contributions by Tasmanians including School, Print Journalism, Individual, Youth, Organisation, Multicultural, Sport, Mental Health and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex cultural awareness.

This year the Individual Award category received the highest number of nominations. All nominees are outstanding committed people. It was difficult for the Awards Panel to makes its decisions across all award categories but particularly choosing the award recipient for the Individual category was both difficult and rewarding.
This year the Awards Panel recommended that a special ‘one-off’ commendation be presented to an individual and organisation that in recent years has shown leadership and organisational change across a broad range of areas including domestic violence, racism and the delivery of services to meet the needs of the LGBTI and Multicultural communities.

This special commendation was awarded to Police Commissioner Darren Hine and Tasmania Police, in recognition of the leadership and commitment shown by Commissioner Hine and members of Tasmania Police in promoting human rights and the work being undertaken to engage respectfully and equitably with the whole community. 
Co-sponsor of Human Rights Week activities in Tasmania, Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Ms Robin Banks, encouraged all Tasmanians to recognise the work being undertaken by award recipients.  ‘More than 30 individuals and organisations were nominated for awards this year.  Each and every one of them has worked hard to promote diversity and the recognition of rights.’ 

The award ceremony marked the beginning of Human Rights Week in Tasmania.  Human Rights Week culminates in the celebration of International Human Rights Day on 10 December, which marks the anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.  
Human Rights Awards 2015
A Fairer World School Award 
Sponsored by Anne and Tony Peacock
Winner – Rose Bay High School 
For incorporating human rights education into the school curriculum through a long-term commitment to implementing the Let’s Get Together Diversity Education Program, the stand taken against racism and homophobia and the positive impact this is having on the school and wider community.

Human Rights Individual Award 
Sponsored by Prisoner Legal Service

Winner - Linley Grant

For her lifetime commitment to advocating for human rights, peace and equality at a local, national and international level and in particular her passionate support for gender equality, health care for the young and ageing, peaceful resolution of conflicts, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights and human rights education.

Human Rights Organisation Award

Sponsored by City of Hobart

Winner – Breaking the Silence

For their work promoting awareness of family violence within the community, their support for people seeking help and in particular their creative use of writing and art to give a voice to people who have experienced violence and its impact on their families.

Human Rights Youth Award

Sponsored by Newport and Wildman Associates

Winner – Dakoda Leary

For his work with a variety of organisations at a local and state level raising awareness about the human rights and access to services that affect young people and in particular his media and education work in the areas of homelessness, drug and alcohol abuse and mental health.

Human Rights Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) Cultural Awareness Award

Sponsored by Rainbow Communities Tasmania Inc

Winner – Under One Rainbow

For their contribution to supporting the LGBTI community by promoting diversity and inclusion and in particular their work with children through their ‘We’re all different and that’s OK’ program in schools and at community events.

Angus Downie Print Journalism Award

Sponsored by Robin Banks and Michael Small 

Winner - The Mercury and Sunday Tasmanian ‘Man-up’ Campaign

For the campaign against domestic and family violence and the leadership shown in raising community awareness, giving a voice to victims and survivors of domestic violence, encouraging informed community debate around its underlying causes and highlighting the need for stronger responses from everyone in the Tasmanian community.

Multicultural Award 

Sponsored by the Migrant Resource Centre (South) 

Winner - Waqas Durrani
For his contribution to the community through promoting multiculturalism, raising human rights issues and providing practical support to people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and in particular for his collaborative work to promote inclusive communities.

Robin Hood AM Sport Award
Sponsored by Communities, Sport and Recreation 

Winner - Southern Tasmania Softball Association
For its support for the participation of the Hobart Special Olympics Bears team in the regular summer roster conducted by the Association and its ongoing commitment to providing opportunities for members with disability to participate in, and contribute to, all the Association’s activities.

Lucy Henry Human Rights Award for Mental Health focussed activity

Sponsored by the Mental Health Council of Tasmania 
Winner - Darren Jiggins

For his work at a local, state and national level to foster greater understanding of the issues faced by people living with mental illness, promoting human rights and in particular his commitment to ensuring consumer participation in policy development, service deliver and decision making.

A special ‘one-off’ Commendation Award
The special commendation goes to – Police Commissioner Darren Hine and Tasmania Police.
In recognition of the leadership and commitment shown by Commissioner Hine and members of Tasmania Police in promoting human rights and the work being undertaken to engage respectfully and equitably with the whole community. In particular the Committee recognises the commitment shown to the White Ribbon program to eliminate violence against women and children, the Racism It Stops With Me campaign, the establishment of the Tasmania Police Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI) Strategic Workgroup and the Multicultural issues in Emergency Services Strategic Working Group.
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