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Commissioner welcomes removal of barriers to older drivers
Tasmania’s Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Robin Banks, welcomed today’s announcement of changes to the driver licensing system for older drivers.  
Ms Banks said, ‘The removal of discrimination is always good news; the removal of systemic barriers to participation is even better news.  The changes to the system announced today are an appropriate and balanced response to the report of the former Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Sarah Bolt, in 2008 and the discrimination highlighted in that report.’

That report was the result of an own-motion investigation conducted under the Anti-Discrimination Act 1998 (Tas) by the Commissioner.  A similar own-motion investigation is currently being conducted by the Commissioner into the practice of some insurance companies excluding people from the protection of volunteer insurance on the basis of age.
‘I welcome today’s announcement of significant progress to remove the barrier faced by older drivers; a barrier that can result in social isolation and reduced activity.  Tasmania has a very active and engaged older population and this is a fact to be celebrated and encouraged.  The improvements to the driver licensing system for older drivers recognise the importance of transport to older people continuing their contribution and participation in our community.’

‘The Government’s report considers the evidence available in relation to the risks associated with driving and concludes that the additional barriers that have faced older drivers in the licensing system are not justified on that evidence.  This approach is the right approach to considering barriers faced by groups in our community.  Systems and decisions based on misconceptions and stereotyping need to be challenged and an evidence-based approach brought to bear’.

‘I am looking forward to continuing the involvement of my office with the Government as it develops elements of the new system and phases in the changes.’


