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MEDIA RELEASE / STATEMENT

17 May 2012
Celebrating Idaho Day – International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia
Today is a day of reflection on past, present and future challenges of homophobia and transphobia in Tasmania.   
Homophobia for centuries has had, and continues to have, devastating effects on peoples lives and today is a day to look at how far we’ve come in terms of progressive change and what more still needs to be done.  
Many of these changes could not have been done without those in the community that continue to challenge authorities and support GLBTI members of our community to fight for a prejudice-free world, where we can all live as equals.
Some of these changes in Tasmania include:

· Protesters fighting for GLBTI rights at Salamanca stall in 1997;

· The inclusion of protections against discrimination in 1998 with the proclamation of the Anti-Discrimination Act 1998 (Tas)(‘the Act’);

· Advocacy groups openly working in the community supporting GLBTI rights, such as Working It Out;

· A Whole of Government Framework that is being developed to support GLBTI rights in the public sector;

· The Department of Education’s GLBTI working group that has been established to support students and promote inclusive strategies in schools.
· Tasmania Together benchmarks focusing on changing attitudes in education and the broader community.

· The Office of the Anti-Discrimination Commissioner incident reporting project that provides an avenue for the GLBTI community to report abuse and violence and seek appropriate support.

Internationally, Only 11 Commonwealth countries have decriminalized homosexuality and 43 countries still retain criminal prohibitions.  Seventy-six countries have retained laws that are used to criminalize people on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.
Despite these progressive changes to date there is still more that needs to be done.  

· Better legislative approaches to status-motivated crime and crimes that opportunistically victimise people on the basis of status protected under the Act.  
· Ensure passage of amendments to the Act to provide clear protections on the basis of gender identity, be it trans, transgender or interest.

· Extending protections against conduct that is offensive, insulting, humiliating, intimidating or ridiculing to all protected attributes under the Act, including sexual orientation and gender identity.

· Marriage Equality:  reject the view that the refusal to grant marriage equality is not discriminatory.  Reject the assertion that it doesn’t support homophobic and Transphobic views.

· Record, investigate and report incidents of violence against people because of violence against people because of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, and hold perpetrators accountable.

What can you do to support IDAHO day and help stop homophobia and transphobia in Tasmania?
Take a moment to reflect on how far we’ve come in the last half century, and commemorate the lives lost to homophobia and transphobia, both over that 50 years and continuing.  No ones life or well-being or opportunities should be limited because of who they are attracted to or what their gender identity is.
Joint and support campaigns for full equality of rights and fight the fight against prejudice attitudes in our businesses, sports and communities. 


